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The Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda

• Mainstay of the AU-EU Cooperation in R&I 

for the next decade, outcome of the 1st AU-EU R&I 

Ministerial meeting of July 2020.

• Aiming to translate R&I endeavours into tangible 

products, services, businesses, jobs & 

evidence-based policy guidance and develop a 

long-term and sustainable operational AU-EU R&I 

cooperation model.

• Acknowledged in the final Declaration of the 6th

EU-AU Summit – A Joint Vision for 2030. 

• Flagship initiative of The Global Gateway Africa 

– Europe Investment Package, with a roadmap

under drafting. 

For building stronger value chains

for sustainable growth and decent jobs



EU PRIORITIES: 
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KEY INITIATIVES AND SUPPORT: 

Actions in EU Global Health Strategy are supported by:

EU4Health Programme

Horizon Europe (incl. GH EDCTP3 JU)

NDICI, Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance etc.  



Objectives: Boosting local manufacturing capacities in Africa and strengthening pharmaceutical 

systems, including regulatory strengthening. 

Backed by EUR 1 billion from the EU budget:

• EU funding is mobilised for regulatory strengthening and the African Medicines Agency (AMA), 

the WHO technology transfer hub, and the secretariat and programmes of the Partnership for 

African Vaccine Manufacturing (PAVM), hosted by the Africa Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (Africa CDC).

• At national level, the focus is on increasing production capacity and manufacturing plants and 

on creating the right ecosystem for investment. The first support packages for Senegal, Rwanda, 

South Africa and Ghana have been mobilised. More will follow to help realising the African 

Union’s objective to produce 60% of all its vaccines by 2040.

Team Europe initiative on Manufacturing and Access to 
Vaccines, Medicines and Health Technologies (MAV+) in 
Africa



• 60 participants from science, policy, private sector, communities, funders, 

WHO, supported by the EDCTP Africa office

• Collective vision for strengthening the African clinical trial ecosystem

• Co-design a roadmap to drive efficiency and sustainability

• Identify priorities, areas for harmonisation, and opportunities for strengthening

the CT ecosystem

• Interlinkages with the initiatives on local production

• EDCTP partnership highlighted as strong enabler



✓ Horizon Europe is, in principle, open to participation by 
entities in almost all countries: 

• Almost any project consortium can include a third country 

partner (with or without funding)

• Researchers and innovators of any nationality can apply 

for individual grants (Fellowships, ERC Grants)

Horizon Europe, the EU Research Framework 
Programme – Open to the world



✓Through the call topics in the work programme, international 
cooperation can be further stimulated through 

✓flagging of call topics specifically relevant for international 
cooperation

✓adding specific International cooperation  eligibility conditions 

✓targeted international cooperation initiatives and flagships

Horizon Europe Work Programme 2023-2024



This topic aims to provide funding to adaptive clinical platform trials that may be 

implemented routinely outside of an epidemic or pandemic context, but that are designed to be 

ready for the timely assessment of novel diagnostics, therapeutics or vaccines in the face 

of an infectious diseases outbreak of epidemic or pandemic potential. 

Funding & tenders (europa.eu)

“Adaptive platform trials for pandemic preparedness“

(HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-03-11-two-stage)

Opening Date: 26 April 2023

Deadline: 19 September 2023 

Expected EU contribution per project: 8 – 10 million

Total indicative budget: 30 Million

(Sub-Saharan African countries are eligible for funding under Horizon Europe: 

wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf (europa.eu))

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-hlth-2024-disease-03-11-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-13-general-annexes_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf




15 European Countries

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden and United Kingdom

2 Aspirant Members 

Angola, Switzerland

25 African Countries

Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, DR 
Congo, Rep of Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, 
Ghana, Guinea-Conakry, Kenya, Liberia, 
Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, 
The Gambia, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

EDCTP public-public partnership

General Assembly of the Association



EDCTP2’s investment in R&D and related capacity









EDCTP strategy for capacity development

Site preparation for 

conducting clinical research

Strengthening product-focused 

health systems research
Phase IV studies

• Pragmatic studies

• Implementation research with a 

product focus

• Pharmacovigilance

Comprehensive fellowship 

programmes
• Preparatory fellowships

• Industry Fellowship (EDCTP-

WHO/TDR Fellowship)

• Career Development Fellowship

• Senior Fellowship

• Senior Fellowship Plus

Regional Networks 

of Excellence

Strengthening ethics 

capacity and 

regulatory framework





EDCTP’s contribution towards strengthening 
ethics and regulatory capacity in Africa 

2014-2021

46 EDCTP-supported ethics 

and regulatory projects are 

being conducted in 37 sub-

Saharan African countries.

Grant value = 15 Million Eur.









Topic ID Topic short name Types of action Budget(EUR)

HORIZON-JU-GH-EDCTP3-2022-
CALL1-01-01

Promoting implementation of research 
results into policy and practice

Research and 
Innovation Action 
(RIA)

38.030.000

HORIZON-JU-GH-EDCTP3-2022-
CALL1-01-02

Implementing adaptive platform trials
Research and 
Innovation Action 
(RIA)

30.850.000

HORIZON-JU-GH-EDCTP3-2022-
CALL1-01-03

Genomic epidemiology
Research and 
Innovation Action 
(RIA)

22.000.000

HORIZON-JU-GH-EDCTP3-2022-
CALL1-01-04

Creating a sustainable clinical trial 
network

Coordination and 
Support Actions 
(CSA)

1.000.000

HORIZON-JU-GH-EDCTP3-2022-
CALL1-01-05

Strengthening regulatory capacity for 
supporting conduct of clinical trials

Coordination and 
Support Actions 
(CSA)

5.000.000

Call topics and budgets under 2022 WP



Calls for proposals 2023
Call topics Budget (Eur) Single or Two-

stage 

Global Health EDCTP3 Training Networks - Clinical Research Fellowships (RIA)
15 300 000 Single stage

Funding to successfully finalise EDCTP2-funded clinical trials that were negatively 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic (RIA)

14 000 000 Single stage

Implementation research/real life assessment of existing interventions in women 
and children’s health (RIA)

26 000 000 Single stage

Research to rapidly evaluate interventions on Ebola outbreaks in sub-Saharan 
Africa (RIA)

11 000 000 Single stage

Strengthening ethics and regulatory capacity (CSA) 8 000 000 Single stage

Improving modes of delivery, deployment, and uptake of vaccines through phase 
IV/implementation research (RIA)

30 000 000 Two-stage

Advancing point-of-care diagnostics to the market (RIA) 26 000 000 Two-stage

Other Actions: Raising research funds in the event of a public health emergency: EUR 1 000 000






